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appointed French Ambassador to the United States by
11. Leon Blum in 1936. Now he was one of the twenty or
thirty people with whom the United States Under-Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs had informatory conversations.
Indeed, he had several, some in private, the remainder,
as was quite natural, at official gatherings which he attended
as an ex-Ambassador to Washington and as a former
Minister for Foreign Affairs. I shall not write the history
of Mr. Sumner Welles' mission which, moreover, had no
visible results. M. Georges Bonnet has asserted, in more
or less public conversations, that he had pointed out to
Mr. Welles the necessity of a speedy peace in favour of
which " a strong party " existed in France.
There is no reason to doubt his claim to have done so*
What does seem to me important to note at this point in
my study is that Mr. Sumner Welles' mission provided
nourishment for the sly campaign of the " strong party,"
the existence of which had been affirmed by M. Georges
Bonnet. When a genuine countess, renowned for her
acute wit, which had spread its caustic quality far and
wide in diplomatic circles, exclaimed in discounting Mr.
Welles' journey : " We shall soon have finished with this
cursed war," without bothering her head over what the
end would be, she showed herself fully representative of
that party whose civil status M. Georges Bonnet had
established.
If this party bestirred itself, Mr. Sumner Welles was
personally in no way to blame. No one could have been
more correct and discreet than he. Charged by Mr.
Roosevelt with discerning in the course of his conversations
with heads of States and leading personalities in Germany,
Italy, England and France, the state of mind of the peoples
and their leaders, the possibilities of peace and the several
war aims, he listened, noted and classified opinion without
making public his own. Many hazarded the view that
he had been grievously offended by the manners of Ribben-
trop, shocked by Hitler's ways, and, in comparison, more